	Project ref. no. 
	EDC-52005 ELECT/27644

	Project title
	ELECT – The European Localisation Exchange Centre


	Deliverable status
	Restricted

	Contractual date of delivery 
	Month 

	Actual date of delivery
	Month 24, January 2004

	Deliverable number
	D3.2-1

	Deliverable title
	Report of the judging panels (Best Thesis Award)

	Type
	Report

	Status & version
	Final 1.0

	Number of pages
	4

	WP contributing to the deliverable
	WP3

	WP / Task responsible
	LRC

	Author(s)
	Reinhard Schäler, Karl Kelly

	EC Project Officer
	Erwin Valentini

	Keywords
	Award, Thesis, LRC, ELECT, Localisation, Expert Panel

	Abstract (for dissemination)
	Information on expert panel decisions for the 7th LRC Best Thesis Award. 


Executive Summary

This document provides basic information on the decisions made by the expert panel to select the winner of the 7th Annual LRC Best Thesis Award.

It contains an overview of the importance and relevance of the award as well as the criteria necessary to be considered for the award.

It describes some of the material submitted for consideration.

It provides information on the winning thesis and the reasons it was selected.
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The 7th LRC ELECT Best Thesis Award

On 29 October 2003, the expert panel invited by the LRC to select the winner of the 7th Annual LRC ELECT Best Thesis Award met to review the submissions received by the LRC. The panel session was facilitated by the LRC and Oracle Corporation.

Members of the 2003 expert panel were:

-  Dr Arthur Cater (Lecturer, Computer Science Department, UCD)

-  Mr Tony Jewtushenko (Principal Product Manager, Oracle Corporation, Ireland)

-  Mr Fred Hollowood (Documentation and Services Manager, Symantec)

The LRC expressed its gratitude to the panel members for making their time and their industrial and academic expertise available to the panel over the past years, especially to Teddy Bengtsson who due to other commitments was no longer able to serve on the panel. The LRC warmly welcomed Tony Jewtushenko as a new panel member. The LRC also thanked Symantec Ireland for its generous sponsorship of the award for the seventh consecutive year.

The panel highlighted the importance of the award as a significant encouragement to researchers to investigate areas relevant to the localisation industry – a crucial element in the efforts to maintain and develop Ireland as the world centre for the localisation industry.

An indication of the quality and the industrial relevance of the work attracted is the list of previous winners:

1997: 
Pat O’Sullivan, A software test reduction system for use in localisation environments
(MSc Thesis, University College Dublin)

1998:
Bróna Collins, Example-based machine translation – an adaptation-guided approach

(PhD Thesis, Trinity College Dublin)

1999:
Yvonne Cleary, An examination of the  Impact of Subjective Cultural Issues on the

Usability of a Localised Web Site (MA Thesis in Technical Communications, University of

Limerick)

2000:
Pat O’Sullivan, A paradigm for creating multilingual interfaces
(PhD Thesis, University of Limerick)
2001:
Noelia Corte Fernández, Web site localisation and internationalisation – a case study

(Master in Electronic Publishing, City University London, UK)

2002:
John Papaioannou, The Localisation Outsourcing Decision

(Master of Business Administration, University of Warwick, UK)

The panel agreed, as in previous years, to apply the following criteria to their review:

-  Relevance of the topic and the findings presented

-  Level of innovation and forward-looking approach

-  Academic merit

-  Quality of presentation

A record number of entries were submitted to this year’s competition. The themes covered localisation-related issues in a large variety of areas, including computational linguistics, web site internationalisation and localisation, and management. Again, the presence of work submitted by scholars from outside of Europe highlights the growing international importance of this award.

Due to the large number and the outstanding quality of theses submitted the panel decided to give a special mention to two authors:

Lorena Guerra for a very well-reasoned thesis titled Human translation versus machine translation and full post-editing of raw machine translation output and submitted to Dublin City University for a Masters degree in Translation.   

Rob Gillham for a thesis containing an excellent discussion of the issues around cultural adaptation entitled Designing effective design support for localisation and submitted to University College London (UK) for a Masters of Science degree.
The 2003 LRC Best Thesis

Localisers are required to deliver large amounts of digital content in a growing number of languages, at highly competitive prices, in outstanding quality and at the same time as the original version.

This would be an impossible aim to achieve without the use of reliable language technology tools and applications. While machine translation applications are not yet widely used, localisation without the use of translation memory technology is no longer an option.

However, there are only few studies available that have evaluated translation memory systems in a verifiable, measurable and methodological manner.

This year’s winning thesis reviews and compares methodologies for the evaluation of translation memory systems. It applies metrics, and scores competing approaches to translation memory technology. The result does not only provide verifiable test results for specific systems, but a complete methodology based on measurable criteria for the evaluation of translation memories in general.

It is an indication of its growing international standing that for the first time in its seven year history, the award goes to a thesis submitted at a Canadian university.

The title of the seventh Annual LRC ELECT Best Thesis is Metrics for evaluating TM software, a thesis submitted in part-fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts at the University of Ottawa (Canada).

The author of this thesis and the winner of the 2003 LRC ELECT Best Thesis Award is Francie Gow.

The panel and the LRC would like to wish Francie every success for the future.

Symantec – sponsorship with foresight

This is the seventh year that the award has been sponsored by Symantec. On behalf of the localisation community, the LRC would like to thank Symantec for having made the early commitment to the award and for continuing to make this investment in the future of the industry.

Sponsored by Symantec Ireland
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