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Executive Summary

This documents provides basic information on the decisions made by the expert panel to select the winner of the 1st Annual ELECT LRC European Localisation Scholar Award.

It contains an overview of the importance and relevance of the award as well as the criteria necessary to be considered for the award.

It describes some of the material submitted for consideration.

It provides information on the winning proposal and the reasons it was selected.
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The 1st LRC ELECT Best Scholar Award

On 31 October 2003, the expert panel invited by the LRC to select the winner of the 1st Annual LRC ELECT European Localisation Scholar Award met to review the submissions received by the LRC. The panel session was facilitated by the LRC and IBM.

Members of the 2003 expert panel were:

-  Dr Pat O’Sullivan (Principal Engineer, IBM Dublin Software Lab)

-  Ray Loughran (Senior Development Manager, IBM Dublin Software Lab)

-  Dr Alan Barrett (Director, on leave from IBM Dublin Software Lab)

The LRC expressed its gratitude to the panel members for making their time and their industrial and academic expertise available to the panel.

The panel highlighted the importance of the award as a significant encouragement to young researchers to propose and embark on research into areas relevant to the localisation industry.

2003 is the first year that this award has been offered. It was established in as part of the European Union funded project European Localisation Exchange Centre (ELECT) and is one in a series of three awards offered under this project.

The panel agreed to review the following areas as part of their review:

-  Undergraduate record of the student

-  Research proposal and topic

-  Supporting material

-  Presentation

The themes covered a wide are of research from computational linguistics and software internationalisation issues to eLearning.

The panel decided to give a special mention to the author of the proposal Evaluation of LOTS Online as an e-learning localisation tools facility for localisation professionals, Rafael Guzman. Mr Guzman has submitted this proposal to Dublin City University in part-fulfilment of the requirements for a Master of Science degree. The panel believes that Mr Guzman’s work has the potential to help researchers and practitioners to better understand different aspects of localisation tools and technologies.

The 2003 LRC Best Scholar

Since the mid eighties, localisation has developed from an activity embarked on by large multinational software developers into a maturing industry with its own industry association, its own professional representative body, and its own research community.

Localisation companies are moving on from being simple service providers and are beginning to include in their activities high-powered R&D in areas such as language and speech technologies. IBM’s Dublin Software Laboratory is a prime example of a facility that developed from a straight forward manufacturing plant in the early eighties into an International Product Development centre in the late eighties and nineties and which is now embarking on core R&D activities around multilingual and multicultural digital content issues.

Localisation research itself has become more focussed and is now exploring the possible impact of new technologies on the industry, rather than being content with the description and analysis of current activities.

This year’s winning research proposal aims to study and characterise systematically the differences between French and English from the perspective of Question Answering (QA) which combines techniques from information retrieval and natural language processing. This will be done for both open and closed domains.

The research proposed by the first Annual LRC ELECT Best Scholar is French question answering in technical and open domains and will be carried out at the University of Limerick’s Department of Computer Science and Information Systems.

The 2003 LRC ELECT Best Scholar Award goes to Aoife O’Gorman.

The panel and the LRC congratulate Aoife on her winning of the award and wish her every success for her future career.

IBM and the European Union – sponsorship with foresight

This is the first year that the award has been sponsored by IBM. On behalf of the localisation community, the LRC would like to thank IBM for having made the early commitment to the award. The LRC would also like to acknowledge the support received from the European Union’ eContent programme and its ELECT project.

Sponsored by IBM
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